
TORDESILLASOn June 7th, 1494, in the town of Tordesillas, an 
agreement was signed by the kingdoms of Castille and 
Portugal to establish the geographical limits of each 
Crown with respect to land on the American continent 
that had been discovered or was to be discovered in the 
future. The agreement, which was to become the Treaty 
of Tordesillas, divided the Atlantic Ocean down the 
middle by means of a 'line' drawn from pole to pole, 370 
leagues to the west of the Cape Verde Islands. Castille 
was to have the Western hemisphere and Portugal the 
Eastern hemisphere.

In this way, with the mediation of Pope Alexander VI, 
the Catholic Kings and King Juan II of Portugal made an 
agreement regarding which conquests each nation could 
make in the New World.

The Treaty signed in Tordesillas signifies not only the 
achieved desire to avoid a conflict, but also signifies an 
act of mutual submission to the profound and historical 
sense there was in the call to peninsular brotherhood.

 In 2007 the Treaty of Tordesillas was included in the 
"Memory of the World Register" of UNESCO.  

THE TREATY OF
      TORDESILLAS

Known historically as "Juana the Mad", she was the 
daughter of Isabel and Ferdinand (the Catholic Monarchs). 
Her mental condition forms one of the enigmas of Spanish 
history. She was a cultured and intelligent woman who, 
nevertheless, was unable to avoid being used by kings, 
noblemen and plebeians in 
their disputes for power. 

She was born in Toledo on 
November 6th , 1479. In 
accordance with the politics 
of alliance through  marriage, 
she wedded Philip "the 
Handsome", only son of the 
German Emperor, Maximilian. 
Philip  was already ruling in 
Flanders and Burgundy. In 
1504, upon the death of 
Isabel the Catholic, Juana, 
was proclaimed  Queen of 
Castille. In 1505,  in “The 
Agreement of Salamanca”, she 
was obliged to accept sharing the reign with her husband 
and her father. A year later, after the death of Philip, she 
was declared incapable of performing government duties. 

She travelled through the Castillian bleak upland with her 
husband's corpse until, the funeral caravan stopped in 
Tordesillas on February 18th ,1509. The Queen, along with 
her daughter Catalina, were settled in a castle-palace. Her 
stay in the town lasted forty-six years, until her death in 
1555. In this nearly half of a century she received visits in 
Tordesillas from, among others, Charles I, Philip II and  
the Comuneros of Castile.

JOAN I
   QUEEN OF CASTILE

Juan de la Cosa: chart-mapamundi, 1500

Tordesillas in the 16th Century [Drawing by Anton Van den Wyngaerde]
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CASTILLA Y LEÓN TOURISM

TORDESILLAS
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Santa Clara Monastery
©Foto Patrimonio Nacional

www.tordesillas.net

A PLACE OF PRIVILEGE
TORDESILLAS MUNICIPAL 

TOURIST OFFICE
CASAS DEL TRATADO

c/ Tratado, s/n
47100 Tordesillas (Valladolid) 

Tel.  983 771 067

www.tordesillas.net
turismo@tordesillas.net

Opening hours: 10-13.30 hrs. and 
17–19.30 hrs.  [Summer] and 

16–18.30 hrs. [Winter].
Sundays: 10-14 hrs. Closed 

Mondays. www.tordesillas.net
Patronato Provincial de Turismo
www.provinciadevalladolid.com

MUSEUMS - OPENING HOURS
   AND PLACES OF INTEREST FOR TOURISTS

SANTA CLARA ROYAL MONASTERY
c/ Santa Clara s/n. ✆ 983 77 00 71
Opening hours: 10–14 and 16.00-18.30 hrs.
Sundays and Bank holidays: 10.30-15 hrs.
Last admission 60 minutes before closing. 
Wednesdays and Thursdays afternoon free admission for 
EU and Iberoamerican citizens (on presentation of ID).
www.patrimonionacional.es

SAN ANTOLÍN MUSEUM 
c/ Tratado de Tordesillas ✆ 983 77 09 80 | 610 91 21 56
Open 11.30 - 13.30 and 16.30 - 18.30 hrs.
Closed Sunday afternoons and Mondays.

CASTILLA Y LEÓN LACE MUSEUM AND DIDACTIC CENTRE
c/ Carnicerías, 4. ✆ 983 79 60 35. Fax 983 79 67 11  
Monday to Friday: 17–20 hrs. Saturdays: 12–14 hrs. and 
17–20 hrs. Sundays: 12–14 hrs. 
www.museoencaje.com

TORDESILLAS TREATY MUSEUM
«GREAT MINIATURES» Permanent model exhibition 

Treaty Houses.  ✆ 983 77 10 67. 
The same opening hours as the Tourist Office. 

RADIO MUSEUM
c/ San Antón, 1  ✆ 639 11 13 24  |  644 29 45 82
Please contact the museum. www.museoradiofv.com

SANTA MARÍA AND SAN PEDRO CHURCHES
Open to visitors during church services.
Parish: c/ Sol, 3 ✆ 983 77 09 80   

Circuito Karting Tordesillas 
There is an outdoors go-cart track suitable for fans and 
professionals. It is on a site parallel to the highway A-62, but 
the access is from the Matilla de los Caños road.
✆ 983 48 60 83  |  605 67 42 25 
www.kartingtordesillas.com

More information
www.tordesillas.net

          www.facebook.com/turismodetordesillas
          http://twitter.com/visiTordesillas




